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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

March/April NEWSLETTER 2020 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

I think we should plan to have water 
gardens in our Annual Show this year! 

Perhaps the rain will soon stop and enable us to 
get on with our gardens. Ours certainly is very 
similar to a bog. Luckily our chicken house is 
heavy and has just sunk a bit into the wet 
ground and has not floated down the hill to the 
Dauntsey Vale. 

Not all bad though: the snowdrops and daffodils 
are now in bloom so this promises us hope of 
spring and the new season of fruit and 
vegetables. 

I wish you all happy sowing and planting, and a  
fruitful season. 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER 

I regret to report that less than half of the members have so far renewed their membership for this year. 

This is a reminder to those of you who have yet to renew.  

A subscription form/Data Protection form is attached to this newsletter. 

Thank you  

Sean O’Shea 
Treasurer 

 

 

Tasks for March/April  

 

 

 Plant out early sown sweet peas 

 Cut back winter flowering heathers 

 Cut back autumn flowering shrubs, fuchsias, 

 buddlejas, etc. 

 Sow half hardy annuals 

 Prune bedding roses, hybrid teas and 

floribundas 

 Spray roses against black spot 

 Spray fruit trees with spring spray 

 Put slug bait around tender plants, 

delphiniums etc. 

 Complete planting of lilies 

 Apply general fertilizer to the borders 

 Sow under cloches early carrots and lettuce 

 Sow herbs under glass: basil, coriander, etc. 

 Plant onion sets, potatoes 

 Sow wrinkled peas 

 Sow late summer cabbage and leeks 

 For April: sow Brussels sprouts, kale, etc. 

 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

Monday 9 March 2020 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Garden plants and their pollinators 
Nick Wray 

Nick is curator of the University of Bristol Botanic Garden 

Monday 6 April 2020 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Feed the soil and the soil will feed you 
Margaret Watson 

Margaret will tell us about gardening techniques that help 

farmers through the ‘Send a Cow’ charity training 

programme, and also about the founding of the charity and 

how and where they work. 

Saturday 23 May 2020 

From 8.00am at the Market Cross 

Annual Plant Sale 
 

Saturday 27 June 2020 

Corston Garden Visit 
Details to be announced 

Saturday 25 July 2020 

In the Charlton Village Hall 

Annual Show 

 

 

 

Malmesbury & District Garden Club 

Plant Sale  

SATURDAY 23 MAY 2020 

 

The plant sale is the main source of income for the club and with costs rising I hope members will 
make an all-out effort to raise club funds. 

So please grow those few extra plants for the sale 

 

Plants that sell well are:  

All forms of bedding plants, e.g. Marigold, Begonias, Petunias, Antirrhinum, Impatiens. Fuchsias, 
Dahlias, Chrysanthemum 

Vegetables e.g. Brassicas, Leeks, Runner Beans that are ready to transplant, Tomatoes suitable 
for outdoors 

 

Remember if you can grow it we can sell it 

Graham Rees 
Plant sale organiser 
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SHOW TIME! 

SATURDAY 25 JULY 2020 

Members should have received full information about the Club’s Show on 25 
July with this Newsletter.  

Your committee hope you will find some interesting classes that you will feel 
able to enter – it would be rewarding to us if every member would bring 
something to the Show. Of course we do rely on those keen members to 
show us the very best in vegetables, fruit and flowers from their gardens, but 
there are competitions for those who have the smallest gardens – just a single 
rose or a vase of flowers you have grown from seed planted this year – and 
everybody can find a pot plant they have cared for.  

If anyone would like an extra copy of the Show Schedule, copies will be available at our meetings or give me a call – 
01666 823944.            Derek 

SHARING TABLE . . . . 

I want . . .   Does anyone have . . . ?  I have some spare . . . 

If you have a large or unusual item which you think someone might want, rather than bring 
the item to a meeting, please leave a ‘sticker’ on the board with a description and your 
phone number.  

Members who might be looking for an item or a particular plant should also put the request 
on a sticker so that a donor will be able to make contact. 

Malmesbury Community Day . . . . 

On a bright sunny Saturday in 
February, the people of Malmesbury 

came together to celebrate a 
Community Day, an event 
instigated by Lady Mayor, Julie 

Exton, to promote the clubs, 
activities and groups available for all 

to enjoy or join in our famous 
town.  Over 60 groups were represented in various 
locations in the town, with free entry to Abbey 
House Gardens by kind permission of the Pollard 
family.   

Malmesbury & District Garden Club was 
represented by Sean, Anne, Graham and Margaret, 
who spent the day advising and encouraging 
interested parties about the monthly Garden Club 

meetings, the Plant Sale in May and the Open Show 
in July.  Sean enrolled several new members with 
promises of more new members at forthcoming 
meetings.   

Entertainment was provided by Malmesbury Morris 
Dancers, Malmesbury Community Choir, 
Malmesbury Abbey Choir, a taster Zumba session, 
and the WI providing the all-important tea and 
cakes.  The Malmesbury Fire Service were in 
evidence in the Wesleyan Room with a fire engine 
standing at the ready outside the Town Hall.  An 
enjoyable and enlightening day was had by all who 
attended and thanks must go to Derek for his efforts 
in preparing our stand. 

Margaret Medland 

A talk about Highgrove . . . . 

Even though many of us have been to visit 
Highgrove, we certainly would feel the need to go 
again after a wonderful talk by Mary Tidmarsh. A 
guide there, Mary gave us a history of the garden 
supported by large photos. Since she was a young 
girl, she has seen the changes from a large field into 
many beautiful rooms. The garden continues to grow 
with the latest addition of hydrangeas – Prince 
Charles’ new passion. The seasons and the guides are 
also variants that make each visit unique.  

This year there will be a shorter, less expensive 75-
minute tour which will still include every part of the 
garden. 

Thank you Mary, for sharing your experiences and 
little anecdotes and let's hope that we may get you 
as a guide one day. 

Gail Hughes 



Page | 4  
 

 

 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

We all have that untidy part of the garden, mine 
measures 15ft x 30ft or 5m x 10m.  A wild blackberry 
has taken over, burying a number of shrubs: time to 
get to grips with this area I think.  

Fritillarias . . . . 
A very unusual and attractive bulb to grow is the 
crown imperial or Fritillaria imperialis, a native of 
Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Kashmir. It is 
found growing 
on cliffs and 
among scrub. It 
has been 
cultivated in 
Europe since 
the sixteenth 
century when it 
was brought 
from 
Constantinople 
to Vienna and 
then to Holland 
and England. It is called in Persia ‘Tears of Mary’ 
because of the great drops of nectar at the base of 
each petal. Christian legend says that when our 
Saviour entered the Garden of Gethsemane all the 
flowers bowed their heads save the crown imperial 
which was too proud of its green crown and circle of 
once milk white blossoms to show humility. When 
gently reproved by its creator it saw its error and 
bowed its head, flushing red with shame, and has 
ever since carried tears in its eyes.  

Today there are over 100 species flowering in April 
and May. Amongst them are the snakeshead 
fritillarias variety meleagris, which can be planted in 
grass under the canopy of trees or in a rockery. They 

have one nodding 
goblet-shaped 

head that is 
maroon, green or 
white, 1” long and 
blotched or 
chequered; ht12”.  

Fritillarias come in 
a number of 
colours all 

flowering 
April/May, 

average height 3ft or 90cm. There are a number of 

imperialis varieties. F. imperialis William Rex has dark 
bronze-red flowers, ht90cm. F. imperialis orange 
beauty has very large orange heads, ht90cm and F. 
imperialis lutea has dark yellow flowers, ht90cm. 
Other varieties include, F. michailovskyi which has 
reddish purple bells, tipped deep yellow, flowering 
March/April, ht20cm. F. assyriaca has purplish grey 
flowers edged yellow, ht20cm and F. pontica, pale 
green bell shaped flowers, a R.H.S award of garden 
merit winner, ht25cm. All are easily grown on any 
well drained soil in sun or semi shade, plant the large 
bulbs 5” below soil level.  

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Nandina domestica: also known as sacred bamboo 
or heavenly bamboo.  

An evergreen growing between 4 and 6ft, producing 
sprays of white flowers in summer and red berries in 
autumn and winter. Both male and female plants are 
needed to 
produce berries. 
Foliage is red 
when young, 
becoming green 
and turning 
orange, yellow 
and red when 
weather turns 
cold. A number 
of varieties are 
available.  

 

No disease please . . . . 

Tulip grey bulb rot: bulbs fail to appear, and if 
growth does appear it can be distorted and possibly 
disappear altogether. Below ground bulb turns grey 
and begins to rot. Caused by a fungus which can 
attack many different bulbs. Remove affected bulbs 
and soil in affected area, do not grow bulbs in this 
area for at least five years. No chemical available for 
this problem. 

Plants to enjoy in March/April  
Berberis, Camellia, Clematis armandii, Magnolia, Prunus, 
Ribes, Spiraea arguta, Forsythia, Bergenia, Pulsatilla, 
Aubrietia.  
Some bulbs for March/April: Tulips, hyacinths, narcissus, 
Fritillaria, crocus, Iris danfordiae, snowdrops, Muscari 
(grape hyacinth), Scilla, Eranthus (winter aconite) . 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

This is a quiet time with most vegetable beds empty, 
but still picking winter vegetables when needed. 
Time to spread the compost and fork it in, and think 
about sowing seeds – weather permitting. 

Pest and disease control . . . .  

Times are hard for us gardeners: nearly all chemicals 
that we had have disappeared, Picket and Sybol just 
to name a few. Yes they have been superseded by 
some new ones but not as good I fear. What we do 
have today are pest and disease control by 
nematodes (microscopic worms) which are 
renowned biological control products providing 
many benefits over traditional gardening  chemicals, 
a key ally for organic gardeners. They are easy to 
apply and safe and harmless to children, pets, birds 
and wildlife. These products are dispatched or 
available at optimum times for application and need 
to be used upon purchase or arrival. You must use all 
of the product as these are not suitable for storage, 
even as a made-up solution. They are live products 
and full instructions are supplied. Here are a few 
products that are available. For all products follow 
the instructions. 

Nemaslug, natural slug killer: microscopic worms 
seek out slugs above and below ground. One 
application lasts for six weeks and will start to work 
within three days of application.  

Nemasys, no ants: good control of infestations of 
black, yellow and red ants. Nests of ants will move 
away from treated areas.  

Nemasys, chafer grub killer: microscopic worms 
which seek out chafer grubs in your lawn. Will also 
attack leather jackets (larvae stage of daddy 
longlegs). 

Nemasys, vine weevil killer: for use all around garden 
areas and pots, weevil kills plants feeding on roots 
and leaves. Treat in spring and autumn.  

Nemasys, fruit and vegetable protection: contains a 
blend of different species of microscopic nematodes 
controlling many common pests seen on vegetable 
plants.  

Other products available to help in the vegetable 
garden include Enviromesh, a fine-woven mesh 
keeping out carrot and cabbage root fly, pea moth, 
cutworms, leaf miners, caterpillars, birds and rabbits; 
it also gives some protection from wind, hail and 

frost. Cabbage collars, which help to prevent 
cabbage root fly, should be placed around base of 
plant when planting. 

Seasonal activities . . . . 

If not already done, if you have frames, an early 
sowing of carrot, beetroot, spring onion, salad and 
broad bean, will give you that early crop. Also early 
potatoes can now be planted. Be guided by the 
weather: if a frost is forecast and the potato tops are 
showing earth up soil over them. If you don’t get 
around to this and they get frosted, use a watering 
can with a rose and wet all the foliage before the sun 
gets on them as this will prevent them from being 
damaged. Now is also a good time to plant onion sets 
and shallots. I start them off in seed trays to get a 
good root system (birds love pulling them out of the 
ground, but not with roots on they don’t!). You don’t 

need a heated 
greenhouse to 
get an early start, 
a propagator the 
size of a seed 
tray on your 
window sill 
would be ample; 
this would hold 

12 small square pots. Sprinkle just a few vegetable 
seeds in each; you don’t want too many. Crops you 
can start off this way include leeks, dwarf French 
beans, runner beans, sweet corn, cabbage, 
cauliflower, green sprouting broccoli, spinach, 
courgettes, marrow, salad, tomatoes, peppers, green 
globe artichokes. When these seedlings are big 
enough transfer them singly to a slightly larger pot. 
As winter vegetables finish, clean up beds and apply 
and fork over 2oz per square yard of summer 
fertilizer. Remember when planting to rotate your 
planting (plant on different piece of ground from last 
year); this stops a disease from building up in the 
soil. If we get a decent start to spring many different 
varieties of seeds can be sown. Early vegetable 
planting can be a difficult one as the weather can 
suddenly change to wet and frosty which will rot the 
seedlings. Remember to plant your onions alongside 
or between your carrots to deter carrot root fly (they 
don’t like the smell of onions). 
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Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Swiss chard:  
also known as 
silver chard 
and sea kale 
beet, var. 
White Silver 2 
(AGM, award 
of garden 
merit). A high 

yielding  
variety 

producing 
large white ribs which are cooked separately from 
the leaf tops, which are very much like spinach to 
look at.  Pick young leaves for salad. Swiss chard will 
stand for use all winter and will run to seed in the 
spring. Cut off seed heads and continue to use until 
your new sowings are ready for use. 

 

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Bean seed beetles:  beans, especially broad beans 
kept for seed, may have circular holes where the 
adult seed beetles have emerged. There are several 
varieties of seed beetle, usually 3mm long;  they can 
also  attack peas. A pale circular patch on the seed 
coat indicates where it has eaten a cavity in the seed. 
There is no effective treatment. Damage caused by 
the larvae is to the cotyledons (the seed food 
reserve) rather than the embryo (early stages of 
development) so infected seeds can still germinate. 

 

Some vegetables to enjoy in March//April 

Late Brussels sprouts, curly kale, savoy cabbage, turnips, swede, 
parsnips, leeks, perpetual spinach, Swiss chard, Jerusalem 
artichokes. 

From store: potatoes, carrots, onions, cooking apples, shallots. 

 

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

What a winter this has been!  As Ellie says, perhaps we should all be thinking about creating water 
gardens.  Whatever one’s views on climate change, it is clear that things are changing.  Mild winters are 
bringing unprecedented flooding and misery, damaging storms with misleadingly attractive-sounding 
names are becoming more frequent, and fierce heat and arid conditions in the summer bring wild fires.  
While weather and climate have always fluctuated, it is the speed of change 
that is different this time, and the effects of human activity; young people 
are rightly frightened now about what the future may hold for them. 

But what can we do as gardeners to cope with these changing conditions, 
and can we really help to slow down the changes?  The RHS has a leaflet on 
‘Gardening in a Changing Climate’ which can be downloaded from their 
website.  Its suggestions include planting trees, installing green roofs and 
walls, recycling and reusing, avoiding the use of peat and chemicals, and 
growing different plants.   

We may not have all the answers, but it is definitely time to wake up and re-
think some of our long-held practices and principles.  

Alison 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2020 
Subscriptions for 2020 are now due and can be paid at meetings or direct to 

Mr. Sean O’Shea, Redlands, West End, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5DA or 

The Club Post Box at E & S Hardware Store, High Street, Malmesbury. 

PLEASE SECURE CASH/CHEQUE IN AN ENVELOPE WITH THIS FORM   

Enclosed £7.00 single membership □         £10.00 double membership □     

 

1.  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms): ……………………………………………… Membership No. ……………………….. 

2.  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms): ……………………………………………… Membership No. ……………………….. 

Tel. No. ……..…………………………. 

Address: ………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 

Email address.......................................................................................................... 

GDPR Declaration: 

  I authorise Malmesbury & District Garden Club to hold records of my personal details as necessary for the 

efficient running of the club.  These details include: 

- name and address 

- landline and mobile telephone numbers 

- email address (if disclosed) 

- application/renewal form 

- record of subscription payments 

  I am happy for Malmesbury & District Garden Club to communicate with me by email, by post and by 

telephone. 

  I am aware that I can request a copy of the details of my record and that I can ask for any inaccuracies to 

be amended or for records to be deleted. I am also aware that I can refer complaints to the Information 

Commissioner if I am not satisfied with the way my complaint has been dealt with.  

 

For further details contact Mr. Sean O’Shea at the address above. 

 

 

Signed: (1) ……………………………………………………………   (2) .…………………………………………………………… 

 

Thank you 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 


